LSB Divine Service
Christmas Eve
December 24, 2020
Prelude

“From Heaven Above to Earth I Come” Set by Jacob B. Weber

Opening Hymn:

#379

“O Come, All Ye Faithful”

Public domain

Invocation
P

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

Christmas Address
P Beloved in Christ, at this Christmas-tide let it be our care and delight to hear
again the message of the angels, and in heart and mind to go even unto
Bethlehem and see this thing which is come to pass, and the Babe lying in a
manger. Therefore, let us hear and mark in Holy Scripture the message of the
loving purposes of God from the first days of our disobedience unto the
glorious Redemption brought us by this Holy Child. But first, let us pray for
the needs of the whole world; for peace on earth and goodwill among all his
people; for unity and fellowship within the Church he came to build, and
especially in this church today. And because this would rejoice his heart, let us
remember, in Jesus’ name, the poor and helpless, the cold, the hungry, and the
oppressed; the sick and those that mourn, the lonely and the unloved, the aged
and the little children; all those who know not the Lord Jesus, or who love him
not, or who by sin have grieved his heart of love. Lastly, let us remember
before God all those who rejoice with us, but upon another shore, and in a
greater light, that multitude which no one can number, whose hope was in the
Word made flesh, and with whom in Jesus we are one forevermore.
These prayers and praises let us humbly offer up to the Throne of Heaven, in
the words which Christ himself has taught us:

Lord’s Prayer
C

Our Father who art in Heaven, Hallowed be Thy Name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done
On earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread
And forgive us our trespasses
As we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory,
Forever and ever, Amen.

Sit

Homily
“Just Like One of Us”
The First Lesson

Luke 2:1-20
Isaiah 9:2-7

Christ’s birth and kingdom are foretold by Isaiah

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light;
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has light shined.
You have multiplied the nation; you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest,
as they are glad when they divide the spoil.
For the yoke of his burden, and the staff for his shoulder,

the rod of his oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian.
For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult
and every garment rolled in blood will be burned as fuel for the fire.
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given;
and the government shall be upon his shoulder,
and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end,
on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
from this time forth and forevermore.
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.

Carol
“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”

LSB 357

Public domain

The Second Lesson

Micah 5:2-4

The prophet Micah foretells the glory of little Bethlehem.

But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah,
who are too little to be among the clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel,
whose origin is from of old,from ancient days.

Therefore he shall give them up until the time
when she who is in labor has given birth;
then the rest of his brothers shall return
to the people of Israel.
And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the LORD,
in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God.
And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth.

Carol
“O Little Town of Bethlehem”

LSB 361

Public domain

The Third Lesson

Luke 1:26-38

The angel Gabriel salutes the Virgin Mary.

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee
named Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the
house of David. And the virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and said,
“Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” But she was greatly troubled at
the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. And the angel
said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And
behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his
name Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the

Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the
house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.”
And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?”
And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the
power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be
called holy – the Son of God. And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age
has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her who was called
barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.”
And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me
according to your word.” And the angel departed from her.

Carol
“Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming”

LSB 359

Public domain

The Fourth Lesson

Luke 2:1-7

St. Luke tells of the birth of Jesus.
In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world
should be registered. This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor
of Syria. And all went to be registered, each to his own town. And Joseph also
went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David,
which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, to
be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. And while they were

there, the time came for her to give birth. And she gave birth to her firstborn son
and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was
no place for them in the inn.

Carol

LSB 370
“What Child Is This”

Public domain

The Fifth Lesson

Luke 2:8-20

The shepherds go to the manger.

And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch
over their flock by night. And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with fear. And the angel
said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy that will
be for all the people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior,
who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby
wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with
the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying,
“Glory to God in the highest,

and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”
When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to
one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened,
which the Lord has made known to us.” And they went with haste and found Mary
and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. And when they saw it, they made
known the saying that had been told them concerning this child. And all who
heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured up all
these things, pondering them in her heart. And the shepherds returned, glorifying
and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.

Carol

LSB 358
“From Heaven Above to Earth I Come”

Public domain

The Sixth Lesson

Matthew 2:1-11

The wise men are led by the star to Jesus.

Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the
king, behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is he who
has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to
worship him.”
When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with
him; and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of
them where the Christ was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for
so it is written by the prophet:
“‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;

for from you shall come a ruler
who will shepherd my people Israel.’”
Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them
what time the star had appeared. And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and
search diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word, that I
too may come and worship him.” After listening to the king, they went on their
way. And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before them until it
came to rest over the place where the child was. When they saw the star, they
rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. And going into the house they saw the child
with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their
treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh.

Handbell Choir Carols

Redeemer Handbell Choir

Nicene Creed
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living
and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and
glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.

Carol

LSB 366
“It Came Upon the Midnight Clear”

Public domain

Litany of Light
P Almighty God, You made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true
Light.
C Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and
in the last day wake to the brightness of His glory; through Your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.

The Seventh Lesson John 1:1-14
John unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation.

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word
was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things were made through him,
and without him was not any thing made that was made. In him was life, and the
life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not
overcome it.
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a
witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. He was
not the light, but came to bear witness about the light.
The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. He
was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know
him. He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. But to all who
did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of
God, who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of
man, but of God.
And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his
glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.

Carol
“Silent Night! Holy Night”

Public domain

Collect for Christmas Eve
P

The Lord be with you.

C

And also with you.

LSB 363

P Let us pray
O God, who makes us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of your
only Son Jesus Christ: Grant that as we joyfully receive him for our redeemer,
so we may with sure confidence behold him, when he shall come to be our
judge. Who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever,
C Amen.

The Blessing:
P May He, who by His Incarnation gathered into one things earthly and things
divine, fill you with the sweetness of inward peace and goodwill. And the
blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, T and the Holy Spirit, be upon
you and remain with you always.
C Amen.

Closing Carol
“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”

Public domain

LSB 380

Postlude

“Break Forth, O Beauteous Heavenly Light”
by Johann Schlop/J.S. Bach
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